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Abstract

This article examines the ongoing debate between the universality of human rights and cultural
particularism through a philosophical and sociological lens. It begins by emphasizing that human
rights constitute a cornerstone of the modern international system, particularly following the
adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), which established the principle
that rights are inherent to all human beings by virtue of their dignity.

However, this universalist perspective faces significant theoretical and practical challenges, most
notably cultural diversity. Scholars such as Jack Donnelly argue that while human rights are
universal in principle, their interpretation and implementation vary across cultural contexts. This
view is reinforced by thinkers like Clifford Geertz and Alasdair MaclIntyre, who stress that moral

values are deeply embedded in cultural and historical frameworks.

Conversely, universalist philosophers such as Immanuel Kant and John Rawls defend the existence
of universal moral principles grounded in human dignity and justice. Bridging these perspectives,
Michael Walzer proposes the concept of “weak universalism,” which acknowledges shared human

values while allowing for cultural variation in their application.

The article further explores comparative cultural perspectives, highlighting differences between
Islamic-Arab societies—where rights are often rooted in religious frameworks—and Western
liberal societies that emphasize individualism, as well as other communal-oriented cultures. It
concludes that effective implementation of human rights requires contextualization within local
cultural frameworks through flexible interpretive approaches. Such a balance transforms the
tension between universality and particularism into a constructive framework that promotes human

dignity across diverse societies.
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Press.
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